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Host Range of Cercospora piaropi and Acremonium
zonatum, Potential Fungal Biocontrol Agents for

Waterhyacinth in Mexico

M. Mart́ınezJiménezandE. GutiérrezLópez
�

Thehostrangesof Cercospora piaropi andAcremonium zonatum, fungi nativeto Mexico and
pathogensof waterhyacinth(Eichhornia crassipes), wereevaluatedusing31 plant species
(somewith several cultivars tested)representing22 families of economicand ecological
importance.The resultsshowed that only waterlettuce(Pistia stratiotes), anotherabundant
weedin Mexico, wasinfectedby C. piaropi. The useof thosepathogensin the biological
controlof waterhyacinthwould not beexpectedto affect plantsof economicandecological
importancein Mexico.
KEY WORDS:Eichhornia crassipes; hostrange;Cercospora piaropi; Acremonium zonatum.

Received July 25, 2000; received in final form Jan. 11, 2001;http://www.phytoparasitica.org postingFeb. 19,
2001.�
InstitutoMexicanodeTecnologiadel Agua,Coordinacíon deTratamientoy Calidaddel AguaSubcoordinacion
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