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Variation in Virulence of Greek Isolates of Phytophthora
citrophthora as Measured by Their Ability to Cause Crown

Rot on Three Peach Rootstocks

ThomasThomidis
�

Thevirulenceof Phytophthora citrophthora isolatedfrom varioushost-plantson threepeach
rootstocks(GF677,PR204,KID I) wasexamined. Therewasnosignificantdifferenceamong
therootstockswith respectto their susceptibility to testedP. citrophthora isolates.Themost
virulent isolateoriginatedfrom sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus); isolatesfrom pistachio
trees(Pistacia vera) also showed high virulencebut were significantly lessvirulent than
the sycamoreisolate. Isolatesoriginating from plum (Prunus domestica), almond(Prunus
amygdalus) and lemon(Citrus limon) treesweremoderatelyvirulent on peachrootstocks;
thosefrom cyclamen(Cyclamen persicum) showed the lowest virulence of thosetested.
Therewas thusgreatvariation in virulenceamongthe testedP. citrophthora isolates. It is
possiblethat the isolatesof P. citrophthora from sycamore, pistachio,plum, almondand
lemon treesare a threat to peachtrees,whereasthe low virulence of the isolatesfrom
cyclamenhostssuggeststhatthesepathogensarenot a seriousthreatto peachtrees.
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